St Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church / Punchbowl - NSW
CHURCH WEBSITE : www.stnicholaspunchbowl.org.au
Clergy: Fr John El Karaan 0416 088 588. Fr Romanos Albaba 0420 899 441
We commemorate: The Beheading of the Forerunner. Venerable Theodora of Thessalonika TONE5 Eothinon 3

Troparion of the Resurrection Tone 5

O faithful people let us praise and worship the Word, who is coeternal with the Father and the Holy Spirit, and
was born of the Virgin for our salvation; for he consented to be lifted up in the flesh upon the Cross, so He
might suffer death, and raise the dead by his glorious Resurrection.

Troparion of St John the Baptist Tone 2

The memory of the righteous is mentioned with praise. As for you, O Forerunner, the Lord’s witness is
enough: indeed, you were greater than the prophets since you were found worthy to baptise in the waters the
One they could but announce. You have fought for the sake of truth and proclaimed to those in Hades that
God who appeared in the flesh has taken away the sins of the world and bestowed His great mercy upon us.
Troparion of St Nicholas Tone 4

The truth of your dealings, our Father and Bishop Nicholas, showed you to your flock as a standard of faith, as
the image of gentleness, and as a teacher of self-discipline. By lowliness you attained to the heights, by
poverty to great riches. Therefore, we beseech you, pray to Christ our God for the salvation of our souls.
Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos Tone 4

By your holy birth, O most pure Lady, Joachim and Anna were freed from the reproach of barrenness, and
Adam and Eve from the corruption of death. We, your people, also celebrate your birth, for we are released
from the burden of our misdeeds, and sing to you, that the barren one gives birth to the Theotokos, who is the
nourisher of our Life.

The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles 13:25-33
IN THOSE DAYS, as John was finishing his course, he said, "What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No,
but after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie." Brethren, sons of the family of
Abraham, and those among you that fear God, to us has been sent the message of this salvation. For those who
live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not recognize him nor understand the utterances of the
prophets which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning him. Though they could charge him
with nothing deserving death, yet they asked Pilate to have him killed. And when they had fulfilled all that
was written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the
dead; and for many days he appeared to those who came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now
his witnesses to the people. And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, this he
has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus.
The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to St Mark 6:14-30

King Herod heard of it; for Jesus' name had become known. He said, "John the baptizer has been raised from
the dead; that is why these powers are at work in him." But others said, "It is Elijah." And others said, "It is a
prophet, like one of the prophets of old." But when Herod heard of it he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has
been raised." For Herod had sent and seized John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his
brother Philip's wife; because he had married her. For John said to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your
brother's wife." And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod
feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and kept him safe. When he heard him, he was
much perplexed; and yet he heard him gladly. But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a



banquet for his courtiers and officers and the leading men of Galilee. For when Herodias' daughter came in
and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish,
and I will grant it." And he vowed to her, "Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom."
And she went out, and said to her mother, "What shall I ask?" And she said, "The head of John the baptizer."
And she came in immediately with haste to the king, and asked, saying, "I want you to give me at once the
head of John the Baptist on a platter." And the king was exceedingly sorry; but because of his oaths and his
guests he did not want to break his word to her. And immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard and
gave orders to bring his head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, and brought his head on a platter and
gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard of it they came and took his
body, and laid it in a tomb. The apostles returned to Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught.

The Beheading of St. John the Baptist.

The preaching of John the Baptist was of short duration. Having prepared people to receive the Saviour, he
ended his life with a martyr’s death. Soon after the baptism of the Lord, John was put in prison by the Galilean
King Herod. This Galilean King, Herod Antipas, was the son of Herod the Great, who slaughtered the fourteen
thousand Bethlehem infants. John upbraided King Herod because he had married his brother Philip’s wife,
Herodias, even though his brother was still alive. Herodias became embittered against for this and wanted
Herod to kill him. But Herod would not agree to this because he considered John to be a great prophet and
feared the people. However, to appease her, he put John in prison. Herodias was not satisfied with this,
especially as Herod himself listened with pleasure to the admonitions of John and often acted on his words.
About a year passed after the Forerunner’'s imprisonment, when Herod celebrating his birthday gave a
banquet for his courtiers, and officers, and a thousand leading men of Galilee. Salome, the daughter of
Herodias and stepdaughter of Herod, also came to this banquet. She danced for Herod, which pleased him and
his guests. Herod said to her, "Ask me for whatever you wish," and he swore he would have given her even
half of his kingdom. She went and asked her mother, "What shall I ask for?" Herodias answered, "The head of
John the Baptist." Salome with haste returned to Herod and said, "I want you to give me at once the head of
John the Baptist on a platter." Herod was exceedingly sorry; but because of his oaths and his guests, he did not
want to break his word to her, and sent a soldier to the prison to cut off the head of John. The soldier fulfilled
the order of the king, brought the head of John the Baptist on a platter and gave it to Salome, and Salome gave
it to her mother Herodias. When his disciples heard of the death of John the Baptist, they came, and took his
body, and laid it in a tomb. The day of the martyrdom of St. John the Baptist is commemorated by the Holy
Orthodox Church on the 29 of August (11 September NS) and is called the Beheading of John the Baptist. A strict
fast is prescribed on this day in order to remind us of the strict life of St. John the Baptist for which he was
blessed by God and to avoid the excesses of Herod which led to such a terrible sin. The Holy Church teaches
that St. John the Forerunner is the greatest of all saints after the Mother of God.

Biblical Verse. Book of Wisdom Chapter 1: 1-2
1 Love justice, you rulers of the earth. Think of the Lord in the right way, and seek him with a sincere heart,
2 for he is found by those who trust him, and he shows himself to those who have faith in him.

Bible Study: Every Friday @ 7:30 pm Saint Nicholas Religious Committee will present The CHRISTIAN
BIBLICAL MESSAGE THROUGH CINEMA. THIS COMING FRIDAY THE MOVIE IS “Bruce Almighty”.
PLEASE COME AND SHARE
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